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guilty of caste prejudices. I am sure, that the lawyers have appre-
ciated the spirit of my remark. I hope I am never guilty of putting
a sting in any of my writings. But I certainly meant no offence
in the paragraph referred to by Moti Babu. Having been myself
a lawyer, I could not so far forget myself as wantonly to offend
members of the same profession. Nor can I forget the brilliant and
unique services rendered to the country by lawyers such as Pheroze-
shah Mehta1, Ranade2, Taiyabjee3, Telang4, Manmohan Ghose,
Krishnaswami Iyer, not to speak of the living ones. When no one
else had the courage to speak, they were the voice of the people
and guardians of their country's liberty. And if today the majo-
rity of them are no longer accepted as leaders of the people, it is
because different qualities are required for leadership from what
they have exhibited hitherto. Courage, endurance, fearlessness
and above all self-sacrifice are the qualities required of our leaders.
A person belonging to the suppressed classes exhibiting these quali-
ties in their fulness would certainly be able to lead the nation;
whereas the most finished orator, if he have not these qualities,
must fail.

And it has been a matter of keen satisfaction to me to find the
lawyers all over India, who have not been able to suspend practice,
readily assenting to the proposition and being content to work as
humble camp-followers. A general will find his occupation gone,
if there were no camp-followers in his army.

"But", said Moti Babu, "there is a great deal of intolerance
that has crept into our movement. Non-co-operators insult those,
lawyers who have not suspended practice," I fear that the charge
is true to a certain extent. Intolerance is itself a form of violence
and an obstacle to the growth of a true democratic spirit. Arro-
gant assumption of superiority on the part of a non-co-operator who
has undergone a little bit of sacrifice or put on khadi is the great-
est danger to the movement. A non-co-operator is nothing if he is
not humble. When self-satisfaction creeps over a man, he has

*  1845-1915; one of the founders of the Indian National Congress; twice
elected President in 1890 and 1909
2Mahadev Govind Ranade (1842-1901); economist, historian and social
reformer; -one of the founders of Indian National Congress; became judge of
Bombay High Court in 1893.
* A nationalist Muslim leader from Gujarat; former judge of Baroda High
court; was one of the commissioners appointed by the Sub-committee of the
Congress to report on the Punjab disorders.
4 Of the Bombay High Court; one of the founders of the Indian National
Congress